[I] He said to him, “No.” Then he released the vow. 
[J] They said to the elder, “How did you know to do things this way?” 


[K] He said to them, “Many years ago, I served R. Meir.” And there 
are those who say, “The staff of R. Meir was in his hand, and it 
teaches me knowledge.” 


[IV:2 A] [In T.’s version:] Jt has been taught: All those for whom they have 
ruled that they cut their hair on the intermediate days of a festival 
[M. 3:1] - 


[B] itis permitted [for people in these same categories] to get a haircut 
within thirty days of the occurrence of a bereavement [T. Moed. 
2:1A-B]. 


[C] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches that it is forbidden, and 
there is a Tannaite authority who teaches that it is permitted. 


[D] Said R. Hisda, “[There is no contradiction between these two versions 
of the law.] He who has said that it is permitted maintains that view 
when there is a festival [at hand]. He who has said that it is forbidden 
maintains that view when there is no festival [following his time of 
mourning].” 


[E] The following Tannaite teaching stands at variance with the view 
of R. Hisda [whose position contains the implication that if there 
were several occasions for mourning one after the other, it is 
permitted to get a haircut]: 


[F] Lo, if occasions for mourning befell a person one after the other, 
lo, this one may lighten his hair with a knife or razor, but not with 
Scissors. 


[G] [Now, within the theory of Hisda,] why should he not treat the 
second occasion for mourning alongside the first, as if it were an 
unavoidable occurrence, and so exercise the right to cut his hair? 
[That would run parallel to Hisda’s theory at D.] 


[H] Zt must follow that the statement [permitting haircutting| was 
made solely with reference to the honor owing to the festival [and 
not to a sequence of bereavements]. 


[I] R. Samuel bar R. Isaac raised the question, “There is no problem as 
to the incidence of a second bereavement during the seven days of 
mourning. [There surely is reason to prohibit haircutting at that 
time.] But during the thirty-day period [of diminished mourning 


